Why use Videos to Teach? 
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Some interesting facts:

· 1/3 of children have a television in their bedroom.

· 1/4 of children have a VCR or DVD in their bedroom.

· 1/10 of children have a video-game player in their bedroom.

· Seven percent have a computer in their bedroom.1

And these statistics are for children from newborn to age six!

Visual aids add: impact, interest, involvement and increase understanding:
In many studies, experimental psychologists and educators have found that

retention of information three days after a meeting or other event is six times

greater when information is presented by visual and oral means than when the

information is presented by the spoken word alone.

Studies by educational researchers suggest that approximately 83% of human

learning occurs visually, and the remaining 17% through the other senses - 11%

through hearing, 3.5% through smell, 1% through taste, and 1.5% through touch.

1 Victoria Rideout, Elizabeth Vanderwater, and Ellen Wartella, Zero to Six: Electronic

Media in the Lives of Infants, Toddlers and Preschoolers: A Kaiser Foundation Report

(Washington, DC: Henry Kaiser Family Foundation, 2003).

The studies suggest that three days after an event, people retain 10% of what they

heard from an oral presentation, 35% from a visual presentation, and 65% from a

visual and oral presentation.

In summary:
     This generation of children is conditioned to receive information through television and video games, and is conditioned to expect changes in their viewing focus.  Visual presentations are excellent when retention and understanding is an important goal.  Therefore, using video is just one of the effective tools to use for students of today.  (Stressing that videos are only one tool in a teacher’s toolbox, and that all methods of teaching combined is the most effective, exciting and rewarding way to teach young children.) 
